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Julianne Carney and tom amiro, both of Chelms-
ford and with Chelmsford Climate action team,
with the display the Chelmsford public Library to
inform and encourage residents to opt for either
56% Greener or 100% Greenest clean energy.

ter: The Art of Caring, a com-
munity exhibit to benefit the
Lowell Transitional Living Cen-
ter.
The show seeks to embody

“shelter” in all its forms. The
exhibit features 30 artists
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acTon » Five communities
have joined together to provide
local small businesses with for-
givable loans, in partnership
with The Resource Inc. The
towns include Acton, Boxboro,
Littleton, Maynard and West-
ford.
Acton, which will serve as

the lead for the program, was
awarded $1.6million in a Com-
munity Development Block
Grant for a Micro-enterprise
Forgivable Loan Program. This
program will provide eligible
businesses with a one-time

grant of up to $10,000 for costs
including rent, staffing and
utilities. The Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
Act initially provided the funds
to the state to support busi-
nesses on a local level.
Eligible businesses will have

five or fewer employees includ-
ing owners. The owner or own-
ers must meet low- to moder-
ate-household income
qualifications as designated by
the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing andUrbanDevelopment in
all five towns.
“We are grateful to be able to

use this $1.6M in CARES CD-
BG-CV funding to help micro-
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them more voting power?”
Rourke said he felt the council

should vote on both and “see
where it goes.”
“Right now we’re just in a

holding pattern,” he said. “We
didn’t get a clear answer other
than they’d consider it, so it
seems like it’s back in our court
now.”
Councilors Bill Samaras and
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pointed in the response, quite
frankly,” Elliott said. “Tome, this
is just simple common sense. It’s
logical. The basis of the lawsuit
was to level the playing field,
make itmore open,make itmore
transparent, make it more acces-
sible. How better to get more
people involved than to give

based on the same districts to be
used for the City Council, plus
the mayor.
The changes were initially put

forward in motions by Council-
ors Rodney Elliott and Daniel
Rourke, respectively, late last
year.
“I couldn’t be more disap-

Citing disappointment in how
the voting rights lawsuit plain-
tiffs responded to the proposed
changes, the council voted 6-2 to
support allowing residents to se-
lect themayor as part of themu-
nicipal election and voted 7-1 for
the School Committee to be com-
posed of eight district seats,

by alanamelanson
amelanson@lowellsun.com

LowELL »The City Council vot-
ed Tuesday to petition the court
to make changes to the voting
rights consent decree that would
change how the mayor and
School Committee are elected.

City Council to seek election changes
LowELL
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TyngSboRo »Despite the pan-
demic gripping the state, nation
and world, the community’s co-
operative spirit between local
government and the business
community is generating eco-
nomic development, selectmen
were told.
Economic Development Di-

rector Eric Salerno told the
board “Town departments have
been working together to keep
things moving through the pro-
cess” and to keep economic de-
velopment going in Tyngsboro.
“There have been plenty of

struggles,” he said. But town of-
fices have been doing whatever
they can to help.
In a presentation to the board,

Salerno said, “Tyngsboro has
shown resilience” in the face of
the virus.
Businesses have taken full ad-

vantage of the Paycheck Protec-
tion Plan. Salerno’s research
showed thatmore than 200 busi-
nesses in town received a total of
$27million in PPP funds, averag-
ing about $107,000 each.
The town’s unemployment

rate has been improving and
consistently lower than the rate
in neighboring communities,
Salerno said.
Salerno also gave an update on

several current and future proj-
ects, including:

:The search for a tavern-style
tenant at 16-20 Kendall Road.
This building is situated be-
tweenOld TownHall and the fire
station.

:Expansion of a storage busi-
ness on Westford Road and the
construction of a climate-con-
trolled building on Middlesex
Road.

:Work with Simon Mall con-
tacts for development opportu-
nities in the area of the Pheasant
Lane parking lot in Tyngsboro.

:The planned spring opening
of ChateauMerrimack, formerly
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Arts League of Lowell
presents exhibit Feb. 3
LowELL »The Arts League of
Lowell is putting their own
spin on love next month, and
called for artists to submit
works to become part of Shel-

TheFiveminuteRead

businesses in our five commu-
nities that have been impacted
financially by the COVID-19
pandemic alongwith two other
programs targeting social ser-
vice providers, which will be
announced in early February,”
Acton Town Manager John
Mangiaratti said. “These busi-
nesses have been significantly
impacted by the pandemic over
the last year, and this funding,
which can be used for expenses
not covered by other funding
programs, will hopefully go a
long way in helping our local
businesses through this chal-
lenging time.”
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Five communities collab to
provide small business loans

caRESFunding

Will petition the court to make changes to voting rights consent decree
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